
Elevate Productions presents 

The Sound of Music 
Music by Richard Rodgers 

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II 
Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 

Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp 

 
 

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS (In Order of Appearance) 

Mother Abbess (Soprano) 
The inspirational leader of the Abby. She is a tender hearted, yet firm; respected, yet with hidden spunk. 

Age to be played as: 40+ 

Vocal Range: G#5/Ab 5 to B3 

Movement/Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Sister Berthe (Mezzo Soprano) 
The Mistress of Novices. She is no-nonsense, straight-laced, and does not believe Maria belongs at the Abby. 

Age to be played as: 20+ 

Vocal Range: E5 to C4 

Movement/Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Sister Margaretta (Mezzo Soprano) 
The Mistress of Postulants. She has a sense of humor and is possibly Maria’s biggest ally in the Abby. 

 Age to be played as: 20+  

Vocal range: E5 to B3  

Movement/Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Sister Sophia (Mezzo Soprano) 
The dutiful and kind nun who runs interference between Sisters Berthe and Margaretta. She is practical, but kind.  

Age to be played as: 20+  

Vocal range: E5 to B3 

Movement/Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Nuns/Novices/Postulants (Various Vocal Ranges) 
The choral ensemble of nuns with a variety of personalities and ages. May double with other ensemble roles. 

 Age to be played as: 14+  

Vocal range: E5 to C4  

Dancing: Very Light Movement 
  



 

Maria Rainer (Soprano) 
A strong, spunky, determined, and opinionated young women with a heart of kindness, love, and free-spirited 

youthfulness. She is both confident and uncertain, naïve and fully aware.  

Age to be played as: 20’s-30’s 

Vocal range: B5 to C4  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills, but does not need to be classically trained.  

Guitar skills a plus, but not required.  

 

Franz, the Butler (Non-Singing) 
The Von Trapp family’s butler, a role he carries out with somber efficiency. He appears harmless but we slowly start to 

see his alignment with the Nazi regime and the danger he could be to the Von Trapp family.  

Age to be played: 30+  

Voice: Spoken  

Movement/Dancing: Non-dancer 

 

Frau Schmidt, the Housekeeper (Non-Singing) 

The long-time family housekeeper who does her job efficiently but without affection. Her love for the family grows as 

Maria’s warmth fills the home, while her relationship with Franz deteriorates as political alignments are brought to light. 

May double with the nun’s ensemble. 

Age to be played: 40+  

Voice: Spoken  

Movement/Dancing: Non-dancer 

 

Captain von Trapp (Bass Baritone) 
A retired Austrian naval captain, now a widower. In his grief and attempt to keep a family of seven children running 

smoothly, he loses sight of how to love his children and express his underlying warmth. He is manly and commanding, 

intelligent and willing to sacrifice his wealth and privilege for noble principles. 

 Age to be played as: 35-40+  

Vocal range: D5 to F#2/Gb2  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills, but does not need to be classically trained 

 

Liesel von Trapp (Mezzo Soprano) 
The eldest of the Von Trapp siblings. She is innocent and naïve, but has strongly felt the effects of her mother’s absence, 

father’s distance, and subsequent parade of governesses. She is infatuated with Rolf and oblivious to the impending war 

until it affects her personally.  

Age to be played as: 16  

Vocal range: E5 to B3  

Movement/Dancing: The strongest dancer in the show. Should have a strong, classical background. 

 

Friedrich von Trapp (Tenor) 
The second oldest Von Trapp child. He sees the good in his father and wants to be a man of principle the Captain.  

Age to be played as: 14  

Vocal range: G5 to C4  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills, but does not need to be classically trained 

  



 

Louisa von Trapp (Mezzo Soprano) 

The youngest of the older kids. She is a reflection of the fun-loving, mischievous woman her mother must have been, but 

that same reflection is a painful reminder to her father of what he has lost until he is able to open his heart again. 

Age to be played as: 13 

Vocal range: G5 to C4 

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills; classical training preferred 

 

Kurt von Trapp (Countertenor) 
The gentle, peace-making middle child, Kurt is often unseen by the rest of the family, but seen and loved by Maria. 

Age to be played as: 10, nearly 11 

Vocal range: G5 to C4  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills, but does not need to be classically trained 

 

Brigitta von Trapp (Mezzo Soprano) 
The precocious and perceptive ringleader of the younger girls. She is surprisingly less naïve than her older sisters and 

willing to tell the truth in black and white. She observes what is happening around her in great detail and is easily able to 

perceive who to love and who to trust.  

Age to be played as: 9  

Vocal range: G5 to C4  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills; classical training preferred but not required 

 

Marta von Trapp (Mezzo Soprano) 
Another lost middle child, this time the middle of the youngest set of girls. She is shy, but smart and gentle, wanting to 

be known, but needing a mother to see and love her for who she is.  

Age to be played as: 7  

Vocal range: G5 to C4  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills, but does not need to be classically trained. 

 

Gretl von Trapp (Mezzo Soprano) 
The youngest Von Trapp. She is adorable, sweet, and loving. Having been too young to remember the love of her own 

mother, she is eager for Maria’s love and attention. She must possess excellent stage presence. 

Age to be played as: 5 

Vocal range: G5 to C4 

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills, but does not need to be classically trained 

 

Rolf Gruber (Baritone) 
The 17 year old local telegram delivery boy. He is an extremely charming but self-important young man, a possible 

narcissist in the making. He has fallen prey to the lies of the Nazi regime and fully supports their mission, relishing the 

way his job allows him to be “in the know” ahead of others.  

Age to be played as: 17  

Vocal range: E5 to C4  

Movement/Dancing: Strong dancing and movement skills; classical training helpful 

  



 

Baroness Elsa Schraeder (Mezzo Soprano) 
A very wealthy widow with elegance and sophistication. She is clever and canny, but unprincipled. She knows getting the 

Captain to marry her would be a good social arrangement, until it’s clear it would not be. She does not care for the von 

Trapp children and would happily send them off to year-round boarding school. 

 Age to be played as: 30-45  

Vocal range: F5 to D4  

Legit Dancing: Strong Mover 

 

Max Detweiler (Tenor) 
A man who enjoys the good life, Max is a theatrical agent with the charm and wit to match his job title. He seems 

unprincipled and flighty, but ultimately assumes risk to himself to help the Von Trapp family.  

Age to be played as: 30-50  

Vocal range: F4 to D3  

Movement/Dancing: Strong Mover 

 

Herr Zeller (Non-Singing) 
Overbearing, full of himself, and committed to the Nazi party, he is a sort of district governor appointed by the Nazis.  

Age to be played: 40+ 

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Frau Zeller (Non-Singing) 
The embarrassed wife of Herr Zeller, not because of principles, but because of social standing. May double with other 

ensemble roles. 

Age to be played: 40+ 

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Baron Elberfeld (Non-Singing) 
A neighbor and long time friend of Captain von Trapp, he is violently opposed to the takeover of Austria by Nazi 

Germany. May double with other roles in the ensemble.  

Age to be played: 30+  

Voice: Spoken  

Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Baroness Elberfeld (Non-Singing) 
The wife of Baron Elberfeld. May double with other roles in the ensemble.  

Age to be played: 30+  

Voice: Spoken  

Dancing: Light Movement 

  



 

 

Admiral von Schreiber (Non-Singing) 
A respected former co-worker of Captain von Trapp in the Austrian Navy who has agreed to align with Nazi Germany.  

May double with other roles in the ensemble. 

Age to be played: 30+  

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Contest Trio (Non-Singing) 
The 3rd place winners of the music festival. No speaking lines.  May double with other roles in the ensemble. 

Age to be played: TBD 

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Fraulein Schleiger (Non-Singing) 
The 2nd place winners of the music festival.  No speaking lines. May double with other roles in the ensemble. 

Age to be played: 12+ 

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

Austrian Ensemble (Non-Singing) 
A collection of party guests, Nazi officers and soldiers, etc. May double with roles in the nun’s ensemble. 

Age to be played: Various 

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

New Postulant 
A well-dressed young lady with a featured moment (does not include dialogue). May double with other roles in the 

ensemble. Must be the same approximate size as Maria as they will share a dress. 

Age to be played: 14+ 

Voice: Spoken 

 Dancing: Light Movement 

 

 

 

 


